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Field Reports: August Meetin 


Sians of spring observed at Lake Wendouree 
where a male Musk Duck was displaying to two 
females. The male had his head back, pouch 
inflated, tail up, was calling with a 
piercing whistle and paddling water up in the 
air behind him. 

Flock of White-eyed Duck on southern end of 
Lake Wendouree. Up ta 350 seen by some 
observers. 

Blackbirds whistling at beginning of spring. 

Chips of stone which are not common around 
Bingleys Swamp are a relic of the aboriginal 
community of the area. Magpies nesting In 
Meredith area, 

At Invermay: Magpies and Ravens carrying 
nesting materials. Qther birds displaying 
courtship -behaviour. Flock of 30-40 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flying south 
from Victoria Park. Brolga nesting on two 
eqgs at Darlington. 

Large flock (200+) of Yellow-tailed Black 
CocKkatcoos at Mt Helen. Pair of Sparrow Hawks 
over young pine plantation. Southern Right 
Whale seen at Port Fairy. Also a Sacred 
Kingfisher which is a winter visitor to that 
area. 

Pair of Wood Duck inspecting a hollow past 
for a nesting site at Mt Helen. White-winged 
Choughs tn Mt Helen garden. Many qame 
species seen during walk in Zimbabwe. ~ 


SUNDAY 'S OUTING TO LEX0ON 


The Lexton area is not frequently visited by 
naturalists, probably because of the lack of large 
tracts of public land. 

On Sunday we will visit three small blocks: two 
Bushland Reserves and a Streamside Reserve. All 
are only a short distance from the town. 

Being just north of the Great Dividing Range, 
the Lexton bushland contains some flora and fauna 
not found much closer to Ballarat. We can expect 
to find a few early wildflowers, such as early 
Nancy, Buttercups, Sarsaparilla, Pink Bells, Hovea 
Nodding Greenhoods and others. 

The first of the migratory birds should have 
arrived, so we will be listening for and Watching 
for Cuckoos, and dusky Woodswallows. Bird obser- 
vers should also be able to see Weebills, Bed-Rum- 
ped parrots, Jacky Winters, White-Plumed Honeyeat 
ers, Buff Rumped Thornbills and Shrike-Tits. 

A few Butterflies (uerhens Painted Ladies ,Mead- 
ow Argus and Admiral) may be present as well. 

The trip will be especially interesting for those 
studying Eucalypts. Ten species should be found, 
and the ten are listed for one eight hectare Bush 
land Reserve: There ade some impressive white 
trunked Candlebarks at one spot. : 

If the day is sunny, it will be a pleasant outing 
as we savour the delights of early spring. 

Roger Thomas. 


Diary Dates 


September 19 & 20: Angair Wildflower Show. 

September 27 & 2%: Australian Native Plant Show, Pomonal. 

October 11: Trash and Treasure Stall - plants and goods, 

November 6: 40th Anniversary Dinner. 

November 20-22: Club Campout at Barramunga in Otways. 
September 23 Committee meeting 7-30 at Gregg Binn's 
Home 12 Pleasant St. -Ballarat. 


The Canning Stock Route. Helen Burgess. 


In North Western Western Australia is an arid 
region, extending from Derby along the Eighty Mile 
Beach to the mouth of the De Grey River and inland 
to the Kimberleys. It also includes an area of The 
Great Sandy Desert. Artesian water from this basin 
is used by cattle stations in the Kimberleys. It 
is known as the Canning Basin. 

The Canning Basin was once known as the Desert 
Artesian Basin, it's name was changed in 1907 
after Alfred Canning drilled bores to make use of 
this store of Artesian water for the Canning Stock 
route, many of these seeps and wells were well 
known to the Aboriginal people. 

The Canning stock route extends from Halls Creek 
in the Kimberleys to the Rail at Willuna, it is 
the longest, loneliest and driest cattle route in 
Australia. There no townships along it's 1400 km 
route, but tracks branch from it to Broome and 
Derbye Drovers once used this route to herd cat-_ 
tle along it for eventual sale in Perth and the 
Goldfields. 

Although first surveyed in 1906 by Alfred Cann- 
ing it could not be used until wells and bores 
had been sunk, roughly 10 to 30 km apart they were 
to provide water for the stock. The only vegetat- 
jon along the route is Spinifex (Triodia sp) which 
only provides fodder for a few weeks each year. 

One of the interesting sights during the making 
of the route was a small marsupial about the size 
of a rat, living in burrows and often seen, this 
is the Mulgara(Dasycercus cristicauda), an extra 
ordinary animal needing no water or very little, 
and usually extracting that fron its food, it is 
carnivorous, it was called Cannings Little Dog. 

One of the main reasons for this route was to 
keep the cattle tick from the coastal farms and 
rid the cattle of this pest. 

Helen Burgess travelled the old Canning Stock 
route, Starting from Ayres Rock and past the Olgas 
she saw Lasseters Cave before crossing the border 
and then to Giles Weather station, they went on 


part of the Gunbarrel Highway to Warburton where 
there was 12 inches of rain in 10 days, near Carn- 
egie station they met motorcyclists going to Cairns. 

From there they went on to Willuna, an old gold 
mining townw with a population of about 200, alth- 
ough this is actually the end of route it was to 
be Helen' start, going along to see what is left 
at these old sitesa and past well 9 Glen Isla Sta- 
tion and the remains of John Forrests Fort. 

Most of the wells were in a bad state of disrep- 
air, well 17 has fresh water and well 26 has been 
restored to celebrate the 75 years of the opening. 

The trip had many rough patches with rocks and 
corrugations to large sand hills, the one between 
well 41 and 42 is 16.8m high, most of the water 
in these wells is undrinkable, there was ice on the 
trough at well 41. Another hazard was the salt 
lakes crossed and seen. . 
the trip home was down the Tanami, other places of 
interest seen was Wolf Creek Crater the second 
largest in the world, Tobins and later Smiths Graves, 
Graves, Halls Creek township, the walls of Chtina, 
the statue of Russian Jack and his barrow with his 
mate. 

Grevillia Whickhamii Euc. Kingmannii and the 
beautiful Princess Parrot. 

This was a very interesting evening, thank you 

' Helén. 
L.F. " 


H 


MULGARA. 


Dasycercus cristicauda 


Long Forest Excursion 9 Aug 92 


Plant List 


Acacia pycnantha - Golden wattle 
retinodes - Wirilda 


ref. Galbraith; Costermans; Murphy. 


Clematis microphylla - Small-leaved 


clematis 


acipacea - Gold dust wattle Cassinia arcuata - Drooping cassinia 


vercillata- Prickly Moses 
mearnsii - Black wattle 
Rhagodia_parabolica-Fragrant salt 
bush 
hastata - Saloop salt 
bush 
Leptospermum lanigerum- Wooly- 
teatree 
_ Banksia marginata- Silver banksia 
Eucalyptus behriana- Bull mallee 
viminalis- Manna gun 
leucoxylon-Yel low gun 
microcarpa-Grey box 
bauerana- Blue box 


Carpobrotus sp. _ - Pigface 


Pteridium esculentum - Bracken 


Bird List. - 


Red wattlebird 
Yellow faced H E 
Brown headed H E 
Grey fantail 
Scarlet robin 
Yellow robin 
Superb blue wren 
Striated thornbil] 
Owlet nightjar 
Little raven 
Magpie 
Wedge-tailed eagle 


arculeata-Common cassinia 
Melaleuca lanceolata - moonah 
Cassytha paniculata - Slender dodder 

melantha - Coarse dodder 
Callistemon paludosus- Swamp bottle- 

brush 

Typha _domingensis - Cumbungi 
Bursaria spinosa - Sweet bursaria 
Solanun_aviculare- Kangaroo apple 
Drosera peltata - Pale sundew 
Dodonea_anqustiss ima-Narrow-]eaved 


hop bush 
Exocarpus cupressifomis-Cherry- 
ballart 
Anyema_sp. ~ Mistletoe 


Fantail cuckoo 
Gal ah 

S C cockatoo 
Corella 

Crimson rosella 
Striated pardalote 
Varied sittella 
White-throated treecreeper 
Kookaburra . 
Grey currawong 
Whistling kite 
Little eagle (?) 
Blackbird 


ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT. 


No 2 of a series. 
Pterostylis curta Blunt Greenhood 


Flowering time : September to October. 


This greenhood is found in colonies in cool, 
moist, sheltered positions in our open forests but 
nevertheless it is not a common orchid in the 
Ballarat area. 

The plant has a basal rosette of shortly 
stalked broad-ovate leaves and two or three small 
sheathing leaf bracts along the stem which grows 
from 10 to 20 cms. tall.The large solitary flower 
is translucant green and white striped and tinged 
with dull red to brown at the blunt apex.The 
lateral sepals diverge from one another and end 
in short,stiff points.A distinctive feature of 
the flower is the brownish yellow labellum which 
is twisted near the tip and barely protruding 
from the very wide sinus.The interior of the 
flower is clearly visible from the front. 

Some sites where this orchid can be seen 
flowering at present are: 

Inverleigh, 
Enfield, 
Mt. Beckwith, 
and perhaps 
Lake Burrumbeet. 


Also brisbane Ranges. ed. PJM. 


[ ‘ vi 
Native Australian Mammalse 


Common Dunnart Sminthopsis murina : 
The common Dunnart, firdt described in 1838 occurs - 
in South Western Australia, South Eastern Australia 
and in North Eastern Queensland. 

It is commonly found in woodland open forest and 
heathland but has also been found in transitional 
habitats close to rain forests. It is mainly Insect- 
ivorous but readily eats a mixture of peanut butter 
and oatmeal which is commonly used as bait in traps 
but it is’ more commonly caught in pitfall traps. 
Two litters are born during August to March, they 
have a short gestation period of twelve and a half 
days with reduced parental care and rapid develop- 
ment the young are weaned when about sixty five 
days old, the litters are up to ten on eight to 

ten nipples. The adult size is reached in 150 days. 
They are common int their limited but snitable 
habitats around Ballarat, there are three sub 
species int the three areaso ’ 


White Footed Dunnart Sminthopsis leucopus. 

This is a nocturnal animal in mainland coastal 
localities occupying relatively unstable tussock 5 
grass land and sedge land communities as well as 
more permanent scrub and heathland and is found in 
in some woodland areas as well, it is also in 
Tasmania and the Furneux Islands. The young are 
porn in late September or October the litter size 
is ten, the female has eight nipples and rough 
nests have been occasionally found. 

There are three sub species. They are common in 
their limited habitat an underestimated, they are 
probably nearer the coast NnoWe 


Fat Tailed Dunnart Sminthopsis crassicaudatia. 
This species can be immediately recognised by %he 
swollen tail and it's large ears and eyes, it 
lives in a variety of habitats of open woodland 
tolow scrubland, saltbush, blue bush, tussock grass 
land, in clay or sandy soil,gibber plains and in 
farmland They cover almost half of the continent 
in all six mainland states but not Tasmania. 
Breeding takes place from July to February. The 
female has a well developed pouch with eight to 
ten nipples in contrast to other Dasyuridsit has 
increased its range following clearings it is 
‘common in its very vast ranges i 
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